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onna Hammer and son Andy Hammer mat and

frame decorative studies of real pressed flowers,

leaves, grasses and vines gathered from yards
and open fields. They call their art, simply, botanicals.
The Hammers first sold them in art shows at the Lady
Bird Johnson Wildflower Center. Last August, they
opened a store, The Common Goods, to sell botanicals
and other decorative items including pottery, jewelry,
glassware and candles.

4101 Guadalupe St., Suite 200,
323-0240
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Some people are leaf people and some people are flower people, but Donna and Andy Hammer create botanical art for both.

American-Statesman: Where did you

get the inspiration to make these?

Donna Hammer: I needed subjects for a
drawing class once, in the mid-’90s, and
plants were readily available. Drawing
teachesustoreally see and appreciate. That
led to a desire to preserve nature’s beauty
and have a way to be able to bring it indoors
to enjoy. Andy got involved about four
years ago.

Andy Hammer: I get inspiration from
the area landscaping.

What materials do you work with?

A .H.: Plants, flowers and grasses. Mat-
board, handmade papers, backing papers
and boards, artist glues and U.V. spray.

And tools?
D.H.: We work with blotting paper and

A.H.: Each one varies. On average
though, Iwould say about four tosevendays
after the plant has been pressed.

phone books for pressing, glass and mat-
board cutters, sandpaper, paint, hanging
hardware and varnish for frames. And
reference books.

What’s the process?

D.H.: We harvest — on dry days — and
immediately press the plants, weighting
them down for weeks. We choose a frame
and cut mats to fit, choosing colors and

Is it lucrative?

D.H.: The artwork is a popular item in
our store, because it is a rare offering in the
area. It istime- and labor-intensive, but we
are able to keep the price reasonable be-
cause the two of us do all labor, including
the matting and framing.

A.H.: We have created and sold approxi-
mately 240 different botanicals between the
two of us. I would say about 200 of them are
in homes here in Austin.

Donna Hammer glues a Chinese tallow leaf
in place. For wildflower enthusiasts, the
Hammers also work in bluebonnets and In-

styles to complement the subject. We ar-
range, glue and spray the plants witha U.V.
fixative to help the plants keep their natu- 2
ral color. Also, we handwrite the plant qu]()a.slffd type?
nameoneachpiece. Wealsoassemble using
U.V.glass. Nothingis ever dyed a color. We
like all our work to have its natural color. flowers.

How long does it take?

What’s the most popular or most re-

dian paintbrush, left. All the botanical art-
work comes with the name of the flower or
plant written on it.

: Interests are as diverse as our
customers. Some prefer ferns, leaves, or
grasses while others love the bright

jscheidnes@statesman.com; 445-3974
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The finest Jewelry...
Made with fove...
JSor those in {ove

512 794-1911 3818 FAR WEST BLVD, SUITE 102 * CalvinsJewelry.com
AUSTIN'S MOST UNIQUE SELECTION OF DESIGNER & PLATINUM JEWELRY

Visit or Wahuse. N Open

to the Public. Call for Details. AUSTIN - DALLAS  HOUSTON
Store: 902 N. LAMAR AT 9TH ST « 457-1255
Warehouse: 301 PRESSLER « 477-7787
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The Look You Want The Quality You Deserve

Best Built Shutter
In America
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FREE ESTIMATES

512-262-2217 Austin « 210-341-2744 San Antonio
www.theshuttermaker.com

We Do It All For Love.

The commitment. The belief in forever. The
sharing of dreams. The quality of all Bjorkheims
diamond rings is unsurpassed, which is only
natural. After all, we do it all for love.

AVAILABLE
IN
PLATINUM
OR GOLD
THE

Ultimate Diamond Solitaire and Matching Eternity Band

BJORKHEIMS

DIAMONDS

467-7492
3022 W. Anderson Ln. @ Shoal Creek
bjorkheims.com

Mom Remembers

Of course she’ll never forget
that special day, but ... a baby
shoe StoryWheel™ still makes

a precious addition.

Visit us to see the StoryWheels™
collection and let your life’s
story unfold.

REWARDSY

9722 Great Hills Trail * Austin, Texas 78759
Next to Saks Fifth Avenue
Phone orders are welcome. (800) 292-0195

www.shoprewards.com

Storywheels

W hen the special occasion &
is worth vemembering,
capture the moment forever in gold.

Now in Austin, exclusively at Rewards.

REWARDS

9722 Great Hills Trail ¢ Austin, Texas 78759
Next to Saks Fifth Avenue

www.shoprewards.com
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